JESUS IS | WEEK 4 AT HOME DISCUSSION GUIDE

THE BIG IDEA

Jesus is better than a best friend.

THE BIBLE

Matthew 14:28-31, 28:19-20; John 15:12-17

WHAT? What are we talking about today?
QUESTION | Opening questions to get the conversation rolling.
• Would you rather have one great friend or lots of acquaintances?
• "Friendship" means different things to different people. Some of are happy to go deep
with just one or two friends, while others would rather be friends with everyone!
• If you had to choose (and you do), which of these images best represents friendship to
you? Tell us why!

VIDEO | A Clip from the Movie "Wonder"
• We all have slightly different perspectives on what makes a great friend, how we want
to spend time with our friends, and what we look for in a friend.
• But I think we can all agree on one thing: we'd all love to have a friendship like this
one . . .
• INSTRUCTIONS: Play this clip of Auggie making his very first friend, Jack — or any clip
about friendship that you like. What makes this friendship so special?
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SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?
DISCUSSION
• What are your top three qualities of a great friend?
• What's one thing you hope your friends never do, because it would probably ruin your
friendship forever?
• Have you ever been really hurt by a friend? In just one word (and no names!) what
happened?
• How is Jesus a friend to us?
• How can our friendships with other people impact our friendship with Jesus, either
positively or negatively?
As you read the Bible passages, write down ways that you see Jesus being a friend.
SCRIPTURE | Matthew 14:28—31
• You might know about the disciples. They were a group of people who followed Jesus
everywhere while He was on earth so they could learn from Him. But these people were
more than just students and followers of Jesus. They became some of His closest
friends.
• Let's read a story from the book of Matthew that will not only show us how Jesus was a
friend to His disciples, but might also show us how Jesus can be a friend to you and
me.
• INSTRUCTIONS: Read Matthew 14:28-31 together. As you read, invite students to
volunteer observations about how Jesus is a friend in this passage. After each reading,
ask students for ideas if they haven't already volunteered them, and write them on the
board.
• Jesus walks on water toward His friends, but that's not all. Jesus invites Peter to walk
on water with Him. How do you think that makes Jesus a good friend?
• Unfortunately, Peter suddenly realizes it's kind of crazy to actually walk on water, so he
panics and starts to sink. Of course, Jesus saves Peter. How do you think that makes
Jesus a good friend?
• We see Jesus do so much in this passage! Jesus . . .
o Invites, includes, and welcomes Peter.
o Encourages Peter.
o Helps Peter.
o Supports Peter.
o Challenges Peter.
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Let's talk about that "challenging" thing for a second, because the order of events is
really important here.
o As Peter’s friend, Jesus knows it’s not just his job to support Peter. It’s also his
job to challenge him to make him better — a better friend, person, and leader.
o But it’s only after Jesus has Peter safely in His grasp that He asks, “Why did you
doubt?”
o Can you imagine if Jesus had said that to Peter while Peter was still sinking?
Talk about insensitive! The guy was drowning — it wouldn't really have been a
good time to yell at him or remind him of his shortcomings.
When Peter was in need, Jesus didn't treat him with cruelty or insensitivity, but maybe
you know what it's like to be treated that way — even by a friend.
Sometimes we've been so hurt by others that it's hard to trust that God will treat us
differently. But as we see here, Jesus isn't like other people.

SCRIPTURE | John 15:12–13
• INSTRUCTIONS: Read John 15:12-13 together. Add more to the board as you read.
• In this passage, Jesus says true friends love each other so much that they’re willing to
sacrifice everything — even their lives — for their friends. Does that sound like
something Jesus might do — or has done?
• Jesus did lay down His life for us, His friends. He didn't just teach us how to love and
be friends to each other. Jesus modeled it.

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?
DISCUSSION
• Have you ever experienced a very close friendship with Jesus? If you have, tell us
about it. If you haven't, what do you think it would take to experience that?
RESPONSE | If Jesus Is, I Can Be
• Jesus is better than a best friend. That’s nice, but so what? What does that mean for
you and me? Two things:
o JESUS IS THE FRIEND YOU ALWAYS NEED. I know because I've experienced it.
He's inviting you into a deeper friendship with Him right now.
o JESUS SHOWS US THE KIND OF FRIEND WE CAN BE. It's not easy, and we won't
always get it right, but Jesus sets the example of how to love and treat the
people around us. Then He gives us the help and courage we need to become
better friends to the people we love.
• Look again at our list of reasons why Jesus is better than a best friend. Think for a
moment about this question: which of these reasons most connects with you, and why
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do you think that is? Maybe it's because that's the quality you want most from your
friends, or the quality Jesus is challenging you to have.
As we’ve done throughout this series, tonight we’re going to respond to what we’ve
learned by doing another fill-in-the-blanks statement.
o In the first blank, write one of the qualities that makes Jesus better than a best
friend — maybe the quality you thought about just a second ago.
o In the second blank, write what that means for you. Because of the friendship
Jesus offers to you, what will you do in your friendships with others as a result?
INSTRUCTIONS: Before your teaching time, print and cut the reflection cards provided in
your Week 4 folder. Invite them to fill out their card with one way Jesus has been a friend
to them and one way they can be a friend to others. While students write, play
some instrumental music.

DISCUSSION
• Read John 15:14-17. Jesus has already been a great friend to us, but how can we be a
great friend to Jesus?
• Because of the friendship Jesus offers to you, what's one thing you will you do to show
His love in your friendships?
• If you were here for Week 1 of this series, you filled out a card that said who Jesus is
to you. Hopefully you kept it safe, took a picture, or remember what you wrote. What
did you write then? What would you write now?
• What’s one thing you wish more people understood about who Jesus is? How can you
help more people see Jesus that way?
PRAYER
• God, thank you for Son, Jesus, who is God, Savior, truth, and better than a best
friend. Thank you that Jesus is good news, not just for some people, but for all people.
• Thank you that, through Jesus, we can be called your friends. Help us not to take
Jesus’ friendship for granted, but instead:
o Commit to growing a deeper friendship with You.
o Let Your Spirit help us become more like the kind of friend Jesus has been to us.
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